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Abstract

Robert Tatin is a 20th century French painter, sculptor, ceramist
and builder. On first impression, his work is unadorned, people often
regard him as a naive artist. Tatin devoted 21 years to creating the
Strange Museum that combines the Eastern and Western artistic styles
and spirits. There are 19 statues in the Alley of the Giants which is
a path leading visitors to the museum. The statues represent famous
peoples in French history, language, literature and art.

This paper focuses on the sculptures of the Alley of the Giants
from an art history perspective. Robert Tatin was an autodidact, then
learned from different craftsmen, and mixed with surrealists who
were popular in that period. During his stay in South America, he
was deeply impressed by the local prairie culture, which influenced
his artist style towards primitivism. The Alley of the Giants acts as
a bridge between secular life and the spiritual world. The features of
these statues are geometrical, unadorned, decorative and significant.
Tatin didn’t simply represent famous peoples as monuments for
worships. The central theme of these statues is freedom which is the
spirit of the surrealism. They reflect Tatin’s life experiences and vision

of the world.

Keywords: Robert Tatin, French Artist, Statue, Naive Art, Surrealism
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