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Abstract

Yuyu Yang (1926-1997) is one of the most important artists in
modern Taiwan history. His stainless steel sculptures and landscape
art cannot be ignored when talk about modern sculptures in Taiwan.
But his Buddhist statues, which are also very important to Yang,
have less discussion by researchers. I would like to talk about Yang’s
styles of Buddhist statues first. Yang’s Buddhist statues can separate
into two periods, art history period and selfhood period. His artworks
of Buddhism also represent the time during martial law when KMT
wanted to legitimate the rightness of ruling by emphasizing Chinese
culture. When National Museum of History was established in 1950s,
Yang received the orders by museum to copy ancient artworks by
reason of the lack of collections. Yang’s ancient artwork copies were
helped by art historians’ researches. Yang's Buddhist statues also

became a new type of Buddhist statue style in modern Taiwan.
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