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Abstract

Photography as a “supporting role” assisting painting in realizing
reproduction has promoted to the “major role” on art stage, which
is a long process of inter-cooperation and counterbalance between
photography and painting. Through sorting out the development
of photography and quoting photography’s professional functions
that many artists and critics are highlighting, the author will make
an illustration on the odyssey of photography before becoming a
modern art. Taking the text of “A short history of photography”
(Kleine Geschichte der photographie) written by Walter Benjamin in
1931, this thesis will make an analysis of how Benjamin establishes
the position of photography as a kind of art and explain his idea
via his explanation of earliest photos so as to prove photography’s
unique artistry and function and further to exchange the subjective
and the objective position of painting, as well as discuss how the
role of photography qualitatively and quantitatively change art after
photography as a reproduction skill erase the aura of art works.
Additionally, in the text, Benjamin pointed out that photography
would play a role in the promotion of art. Therefore, it is of great
significance to think of “art as photography”— how to present art in
the form of photography, instead of discussing “photography as art.”
It has been 180 years since the invention of photography. At the
end of this thesis, the author will verify the statement of Benjamin.

Now that art works now can be communicated on the internet via
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photographic image without national boundaries, people are capable
of appreciating various art works freely. Nowadays, it is impossible
to draw a clear distinction between photography and painting. The
diversified expression of photographic art, under such circumstance,

photography of disappearing aura is incontestable can be art.
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