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KABZH o NFEEME: > BT ERR /T AAGZE B A S B iR H BIE 2
FEAER b o R 7RIS | BRI T S 2 9% - SRR IR BRERS - AN
EIGHET) ~ L B R SR (AR L an A R A
i) o AATEAGE R EE -

Al » Bl e (EAE S R » 0 TRl TSy (ZE
PIVERY) ~ T SEtn 0 CARVERY) » AETHIALCSE - i SE a3 e Bl
{EfE - EDUERTAE - EAZIE RS O - FEHE - 5
ZRIEMARZ Al LI A ~ 28K B8RS » JEH welcoming »
AETREEE T 5% - BOLELRIAMBEI BN, » R R IEA A —
g3 o AL » BeBIG5 REX BB RN & & /R » LJHZE #iE Bk
W) — TR BRI (BRSO TS - GRS RES S 15 KA TBE -

etk » SR ] SR R AR O FlRE A, b sk - JRED > E R
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FGHAREAR o Z o MAOTERERIA L EGE ~ EA THELER - 42
P LN DB LA » S BT S B 2 E X - BRI
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28 R REF R AR RIS » 1B U AT A5 K PR R ST
TUIRGEIGHRE - e BURGE RIRREHETH - o SRR
fa e o

8% 2 REAF > IR EESE T EMEE 2 BIS MRk d - I

REHR ~ BB REH HZRTFTERE)— SR > RIS KA RERT
AB AR e $ 1Y presentation © Today I gonna take a different approach

from post-beauty » —{il; topic of beauty, and some ideas about what

is nature or the natural.

B« & KAk — SRR R » A TR 4

B TR H AR ) AHRBH . £7E -

{n]-f-#% : In my PowerPoint, we are looking at artworks of five Singapore

artists in related to nature.

AT * RO T AT NI S R A e

{n]-f-# : The relationship that art shares from values such as beauty,
nature, or the natural have been discussed by modern philosophers.
TR ¢ BB S RE ~ AR LURCRITES SR R I S5 1 fi i 3 B A%
C R TR SE A o

] F5% : In particular, the question of artistic beauty and natural beauty
emerged in Immanuel Kant's ‘Critique of Judgment’ and the question

of Nature took on a significance in his discussion of beauty.

WHRE ¢ REAUR o FREETE CPIBR BT e B0 SE /T E 28 32 R
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W > LU RBHR B PRRTRE » fERRIE R G 28 RP B LIRS 3R

fof -f- 2% : While Kant found that natural beauty surpassed artificial
beauty, Adorno, in his ‘ Aesthetic Theory,” argued that natural beauty

is not greater than artistic beauty. Rather, natural beauty is “a is a
prerequisite for the positive treatment of artistic beauty.”

W+ BERRTEGE RS A SMBMI T35 - (LR 25 G5 E Mth i) 6

et - BRSNS A B 2RSS - V]RGS - Q%ﬁmiﬂqﬁ
Z P LA L B e iR G

{u] F-5% : 1 am of the view that beauty today is far less a direct aspiration
or an objective in the art-making contemporary artists, but rather more
likely a by-product in contemporary artistic production. Much of
contemporary art privileges the social urgencies, and cultural mood of its
time, and conversely, the topic of beauty is to be viewed suspiciously or
ironically.

e ¢ HEBE - BUERISE > RRIGUT IS B & (Bl 5% 1 1 4
EREHE » HREE ﬁ?mElH’EE’TJ;A j(%ﬁﬂtﬁ’]”‘“ﬁ?fﬁ%%
R RE R S USR] > 2RV D S 2 ] BRI o

{u] - % : Still, the artistic reflection of nature tend to sensitive and

mean to critical subject matter. In my presentation, I would like to re-
examine these contexts of nature and art-making, and where aesthetic
dimensions emerge secondarily, are looking at how Singapore artists

have dealt with topics.
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WA = AT > B SR B B A BBk > BRI LR A
S o EHRY R JAEEHR TS H AN BIAITER = > L
K FHBRR SE B2 [ AA] HHER > 2ACTE i DTSR 22 S AN ] g P 58 6 £ R

]~ ¢ Let’s look at the artist Zen Teh, entitled Singapore Landscape
Painting.

AR ¢ S BT AR B — (T  BE 90T Zen Teh FrAIE » S {1628
o em e Gk EsE) -

o] f-#% : When we think of Singapore landscape, the image of towering
skyscrapers and a sprawling metropolitan geography of extended
high-rise (buildings) is likely to come to mind. As a result, this
artwork actually presents a humorous anomaly and it also presents a
impossible scenario.

Wae ¢ AHEHI R > O Rk O R BRI PR KA H
R G I KRB G st o IRILE - S8 (E1E G 2 B R 22 & R AT
RER) S5t o

o] f-#% : Made in the style of a traditional Chinese scroll painting, the
4.6 m work presents panorama of serene calm, it mimics the genre’s
conventions of mountains and rivers. But for the artist, this would
also about her research on environmental loss, and it has a criticism
of the pace of urbanisation in Singapore that has reduced its primary

forests to less than 1% of what it was during its pre-colonial days.
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WA 2 BTR Zen Teh 4.6 28 RAFES, » BRI EE =Bl 25 1
& > 2 —EEE R R R - (EaR I ER B kS
Zen Teh {2 I FAE BRI FRIE - Q& BIRT{LRD
AREATHLRT > SUPIRT AL LR BRI AR o FIRTAH R
{URHEE > H BRI SRR A2 1% -

fof - : L > When you look at Zen Teh’s landscape, note how
the height of the mountain actually following the musical notes of
Singapore national anthem.

WHRE ¢ T LACE BB B VRIS o TR AR > Tl v i
b1 SBE LRI R IR S ) SRR

{u] F-B% : Because the national anthem also presents ideas of a nation’s
progress, the artist is also questioning if progress of nation comes at
the cost of loss of the environmental.

TR © RIS HT DT B i [RIRE(E T B RGEED RAR T > P LABAIT 5%
Zen Teh th@EE5E - ROIEBIZOEL H AR - [AIRFAHFEE B AR
BifiEE

{n-f-#% : These ideas about the change in Singapore landscape can
also be seen in painting, in the work of Ng Joon Kiat. In his work, he
presents his painting, a dazzling green of acrylic plasticity, and for
artist the spatial re-organisation of cities is conversely a process that

manipulates its natural rhythm.
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WHER ¢ (£ Ng Joon Kiat Py {Er » ] LUE BTN S -
e 5 SRR - G H ROk EBE ) RO 2R F - B 2 2K
At kT 22 R TR A > SR — B B AR E R -

{n]-f-# : It is this condition of the post-natural that has increasingly
been of interest to Singapore contemporary artists. But unlike earlier
generations of artists who worked with representations of changing
landscape, we have emerging generation of artists actively engage
with the predicament of doubt and uncertainty as a reflection of
society.

TR & TN E R B 5 B B R % 1 SRR A e B o {H]
ANMERTFERI R > ZHEPSOE PRI - B i CHY 2l R LB %
S EEERIA T IR - TER S E R e

{uf-f-#& : For the Taiwan-born, Singapore-based artist Lavender Chang,

the bean plant becomes a fertile site for another significance, this
artwork is a one-year project in which the artist had placed in 15
different households, a pinhole camera with a live bean plant within.
Over the lifespan of each bean plant, her pinhole cameras images
of the plants in the most unlike setting for growth and harvesting.
Devoid of sunlight and nutrients, the images provide a surreal
documentation of the nature’s survival against the odds, if only for a
moment.

Ay o B EE R SEHTNB A BT 5 Lavender Chang » £ %)
— R o SREEYRR TIEIR LI o M — S — AR A
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At - BRINSOR SR SHLE R BTG B B s ) < & T IGE RS 15
{EZBEH  TE5R A R YI R A arsE I - S B FLIR G AE f

Al REAE RAME R RS b - FB IR » 38 TEOCRIE ) - B A
e A 0 8 SelE RS B AR AR AE B IS T T 8 T A A it T —
il N B LB S W E I B AL ER -

{n]-f-# : The bean plant is a recurring motif in Chang’s work. Another
series, I Walked and Laid down ON This Bare Earth, features a series
of bean plants, being sowed by the artist in common public spaces
in Singapore like market, road sides and parks. By introducing the
bean plant to various foreign soils and terrain, the work also reflects
the themes of migration, adaptation and survival, and this is what is
personal to the artist.
WIEE « CENY R EEIS Chang AUVE S, S8 HIERAY 3-8
iR FEM (1 Walked And Laid Down ON This Bare Earth) L}
— RYNREREAE R IIR A H5 & 0 SRR s 0 - FiE S e &
55~ B638 ~ AR o 7 ERERE SRR ZE AN R B SR AIAE - E (EE s
R TR R ~ GEIE ~ A FEse 8 - [FIRF 2 2l o i {18 A K8E

fof f-¥% : Artist engages with visual modes of abstraction in the
representation to portray the more complex dimensions of nature,
so this paradoxical instinct to augment that which is original, can
be seen in the next work, which investigates the notion of “the ideal
flesh.”
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WA = BTSSP IR b % B S Tl S A A X S e SR LAY 1 AT
[ o AT LURLE (8 7 FE R A REACERE (1R AR AL S » AT LIfE2E
PazREy F—EfEsrhE 2] > maEEfEEEse ¢ TR B -

] - 2% : Chong Weixin is an artist who shows different cosmetic
skin shades, to illustrate the dilemma of having to choose the right
foundation skin tone. So at first glance, her floral still lifes appear to
be a homage to the Flemish tradition of memento mori portraits of
the classical oil painting genre. The works however, have been given
a coat of new life through the artist’s rendering of the flowers with
cosmetic creams. As a result, the flower, the lily petals have been
treated with Chanel, and in other pieces, there are nail polish colour
are used to advise the natural hues of flowers.

W% ¢ Chong Weixin {#i FHFF2 REIM LS > AEEIAPREE A1
I EERATIH RS - FFHZ T > Chong Weixin FI{EFF#FPI LI 2
ERESFSEREE L EEN e ek SR TANE N0 S ) e %ﬁﬁiéiﬂﬁf’ﬁp%
FE SR M A PLRE B L et > E KT 1oy Ean o

I E AL A R AR EA o AR - F5 Eﬁﬁlﬂ%ﬂiﬁﬁiﬁaﬁ
IEAEHY) H 2R B -

fuf-f-#% : The unsettling intervention of artificial pigments on natural
colours raises the problematic question of ideal beauty in contemporary
society which conversely, which often mediated through the cosmetic
industry offering make-up products. If the saying that beauty is only

skin deep holds true, the artist shows the conundrum that desire for
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natural skin colour this one is not neutral. And digitally advised colour
offer a disquieting premise that synthetic measures of beauty can also
be a better substitute for reality.

MR S aEE AR OIS AR TE » 518 7 E it
AR SRR - AR - AR BRI AL S A AR (e e
WSRGEERE 5 EEN ) ZER » Chong Weixin 55 [ %1 H
SRS EHTE S AT RE R AR AN Z B HERE - B 7 2k - )
i 1 —E AL R - FRsR A SE 38 nT e BB A 2 AT RS
(AWIE

{u] %% ¢ In a similar vein, the work of artist, Robert Zhao Renhui’s
photographic works push his audience’s desired encounter with
nature into a threshold of uncertainty regarding what is authentic and
artificial. Much of Zhao's work is presented through the banner of the
Institute of Critical Zoologists which the artist has founded, as a way
to expanding his research-based practice investigating wildlife and
man'’s relationship with the natural world.

HTUaF ¢ Bl RE{IRY > Robert Zhao Renhui (4R VE S, » 66 22 i e
K BRI FITHATRF 588 - HE o) — (A e EERY - 1M (RS 2 BRI T
JER EEHY ~ 1R AR ° K28 Zhao Wl B F @& Bl oK
RATHY THEAIEN V) ER R ) fean@ sk 2B - 21l a BISZAY THUAIEIPIER SR
st > R LSRN - SHE T A BRI R B A RIBALR -

fuff-#& : The project is supposed to take place for more than 100 days,
between January to April 2009, and the artist has reveal the whole
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series of images of rare animals from the region, such as the rock
pheasant or the sand dune-inhabiting bird.

RHRE ¢ BRAEAE 2009 4 1 A2 4 FWARIEE 100 KAFC#% 5 5

CHEEE 7z s R Sh Py vordElE fr - ankeREsy) i B Ry S AE o

fuf - % : The project has been described as “a parody on scientific
control.” Much of Zhao's work hinges on a strategy of art-making

that employs detailed documentation and engagement with field
experts to present the appearance of authoritative new knowledge.
Like the explorers in Pulau Pejantan, audiences who are drawn into
Zhao's world of discovery and adventure, are also being tested on
their degree of acceptance of truth as pseudo-science, and vice versa.
AR ¢ EHFT B HARS TR ERINE) > KE5 Zhao 1E M
HUR R BBV ORI » 32 RIS PR EATR ST A B o & - 2K 2 HiAE
BCPERT TG 3 » 85 Pulau Pejantan [ HU£RERZ 1% » 5% Zhao
AR R i Tt S PR [ BB -t AR AU (M 0 P R (R B
SRR » [ZITER -

i 9% : In conclusion, we see the artists in this presentation have
scrutinized shifting forms of nature and of the living environment,
and also the process of natural redefinition of society’s relationship
with nature, and binary contexts such as the real/unreal, authenticity/
artifice, and beautiful/no beautiful hold the same contention.

WA ¢ Rtk FRAPTRT DAL 32 (R AR rh e B Bl R 1 - A
FFHEBRSE 7 B ARFAETRER B LD 2K ~ 1 & B B SRBR TR B SR EEHT
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fof -0 = il -
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18 (EFNAE AT RS E HIHEZY » MLt 2 - ESR - AR R ik F 2K
WIFRE - (HRMAT G > (E2E0 ek A - AN S 2R ~ SEil
BESFAURRE » BT AR — i A\t aRaidth - 5 ft th i 5 WA T
33 o @R MRERAY - ARIRTELER IR ? WA E AR
(BRI GRET A [RIRR AR » SRR A ARG » AR5 KA RRAE —
/NS5 TR EEIER - EIRITEIR A B3 - iR A sty 2

SNG4 = SRR - fRIORIRERG B o SE0TERR QR — R -
A e R RERL ? A AR — (KB ?

oo 2 B HE AT o AR 2 A AR o IR B — (R
D 8B SRR - W {E SRR AT 7 SRR AR 7 2
AR R A ? WA R EE IR AT UHRY » FrlL > ISR A
{5 R —E SR EN A R AL ~ BB » BINEHE R EVE — (K
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AEREPHE (1 L ATES » BT LA > ARSI 2 0l SR A A By 25 2 T3 i 2
filg > fib el REMUHS B & M 7E RL SEITEH AR S BRI BIITE » AT
Ll $RBESMFK EERFFEFEEHRE - RARRAGERNAE
7751k 2 8 B M EARE R 2

BIR 1 MZE R e CRYRIERIZE 2 R SRS S (I - 1K
fl MRy AR ?

B0l 2 FrLl o MIFERE] > Sl L s R RIEE FE - &
BB R RE M B G — A 53 - BRBIEZ R EMREIEH
EERATE I » AR A AT ZE Ay L7 5 5 - it i] UE fth
H ORI  ATR AR RHEANEEE > van Gogh BRI E K » M{E(hiE
LI - i I AR S ki i g — (W AN ER R RE M » FrlL - 2455
e T EA R~ AE A R Z 2 R & RS RAY
15 o Hit !

fof f-#% : T gonna answer this question in the context of how do we
program a museum exhibition in a way, that is, what we should show
what people are interested or what is meaningful.

TR B (A SR AT R U NE R T [ (R - R e
% 2H A BRI DY ? BE S E ARG ?

fn]f-#& : 1 think programming and curating is a balancing act.
AE ¢ IR BRI T ETTE -
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fof 1% : I believe that the museum or the art gallery must be distinctive
sites from other places of entertainment. F§E{5{5 — (I Eifly 22 &
e—{HEE > HEAaITR ZERE— LR R RE - AREthE
S R BT AT SR > (HERA SIS > EileE - JE - Blrzem
BRYF SR T AR E] o FRrLL o BB AE i 2% i — L W g =5
XKoo AR HERAEEN > RMELHEE -

FUESE ¢ JoREEEIIRE - BirR & LIE O & 905 » HHlE
B2~ A am K BB S B AN R A BEACR E AR - RS R AE T T o
g BURTANEIR ~ S GEIR - RAETRIERY ? LLATER - 289 IR
R RWE LT REE 2 SO AN 7 BOR BRI 7 H R A 2 i
(B TER BT ) WURBE R ATss - @A R Y - A EE
I - el LIR30 7T [ - 289 5% 0 BRI n] ge s e & B e 1 F
R EHE o (KRR Rl IRE D - IV 2 6
P SE e - A REER S — (I Z= R E - (HRE - fEreIH ~
HEFFHEZRR BRI SR - i e A MR » S 00 B i £ PIERR 2 Y
BRER B - (HIUERR R ZERIER 2 - I 2] M MZEH &8
{43 > AT EELE — {1 T sth R ri ko] LU BE » A — g R B L1M7 8
An] o FARE - SEMTEHIAI B R S B & B AR E - IR B R AL
KBRS - EAGIRERIMEMAL B IR LR - BE L @
TNZERRIR 25 TTAE » AR {58 Bl SR A JE ST A AT A [ R 7 A R 2
B > ST R 5 2 B S SERE B T REE o ATLL > SRS R AR 22
[FIHIRA R » ERZ A IR » MRy o 55— )71 » SRR A
FEQn] 2 BN AR 2Rl SR A S IR & 7 & R B H H G
W5 AR SR - SR Re g B E R i 2L 5 KARKH B -
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