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Abstract

The works of young Taiwanese artist Deon Lai mostly use the
abject and scary materials, “Capital garbage” and natural objects
as carriers in his works, he uses thetechniques of soft sculpture to
form a leviathan-like monstrous beast. By means of space devices,
lighting constructions, video and background music displaying,
showing a sense of religious atmosphere of the dark divine space.
The use and spatial representation of this medium and creative
interpretation represents the artist’s personal life experiences and his
discovery of the materialized relationship and self-interest between
people in social reality. Through his initiative and confined alienation,
the artist explores the primitive animalistic state of human nature
under the alienation of the capitalist society. This animalistic state is
being worshipped by the mainstream of society. It is a contemporary
mythological landscape for“Worship of animal nature in capitalism.”

As the Roland Barthes puts forward the concept of myth, myth
conveys connotation. It is about form instead of content. By analyzing
myths, people realize that myths have obvious initiative and common
meaning of myth-falsehood. Even the most trivial phenomena in
daily life are closely related to the development and expansion of
capitalism, including political and ideological relations.

Both the “Myth of the capital Beast” created by Deon Lai's
artistic creation and Roland Barthes' mythology point to the intention

of the creator of the myths, which means to socialize myths and make
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people take them for granted as a product of “Naturalization.” This
paper aims to observe the contemporary mythological phenomena in
the capital society through the analysis of the capital animal series in

Lai Yumin's sculpture works.

Keywords: Capital Dissimilation, Soft Sculpture, Semiotics,
Contemporary Mythology
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