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Abstract

In addition to the artist’s personal endeavors, financial backing
provided the Taiwanese sculptor Huang Tu-Shui important support
for his work. It was a key factor that motivated the artist to continue
producing works of art. His patrons included the Japanese colonial
government and many Japanese and Taiwanese businessmen.
The society in general offered the sculptor immense support and
encouragement.

At present, there is already an amount of preliminary results and
findings in the form of academic research papers and publications on
the sponsorship that Huang received during his lifetime. This essay is
based on the results of these academic studies. This includes textual
research on first-hand material donated by Hsieh Li-Fa to the National
Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts. Some of the materials were related
to Huang. This allowed the researcher to re-explore the role and the
significance of art sponsorship in Huang’s artistic creation.

This essay adopts sociology of art research methods and aims to
add to existing research by re-examining Huang’s relationship with
government institutions and Taiwanese and Japanese people from
different social classes with different political backgrounds from the

sponsors’ perspective.

Keywords: Art sponsorship, Japan Imperial Academy of Fine Arts
Exhibition (Teiten), Huang Tu-Shui, Japanese colonial

period
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